
Newsletter of The World Affairs Council of the
Monterey Bay Area

“The Challenge of World Leadership 

in the 21st Century”

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta
former United States Secretary of Defense

Thursday, March 28th, 2024
Monterey Conference Center

Steinbeck Ballroom
One Portola Plaza, Monterey

11:15 AM: Registration
~11:45 AM: Luncheon

~12:45 PM: Speaker Presentation

Registrations are due by Sunday, March 24, 2024
www.wacmb.org

Download mail-in form Register online for this event

Location
The Monterey Conference Center

Steinbeck Ballroom

One Portola Plaza

Monterey, CA

Agenda
11:15 AM: Registration
~11:45 AM: Luncheon

~12:45 PM: Speaker Presentation

Tickets
$69 for World Affairs Council members

$79 for Guests

Menu
Caesar Salad

Assorted Bread & Rolls with 
Olive Oil & Balsamic Vinegar

Citrus-Brined Chicken: A Bone-In 
Chicken Breast with Lemon-Thyme Jus, 

Marbled Potatoes, Braised Fennel, 
& Pancetta Brussel Sprouts

Vegetarian Alternative
Vegan Paella: Black Beans, Sweet Potatoes,
Chick Peas, Zucchini with Saffron Rice & 

a Cilantro-Lime Vinaigrette

Fresh Seasonal Tart

Download mail-in form Register online for this event

Vaccination
Requirements

Until further notice documentation of COVID vaccination
will not be required to attend in-person events. 

Anwar Duensing
Pamela Harris
Judy Lewis
Corinne Sohle
Kyung Stewart

Just a reminder of an important benefit to your WACMB
membership : a FREE subscription to the newsletter the Daily
Chatter.  Please see the introductory message below from our
joining in June 2022, and enjoy this addition to our mission of
education and distribution of global news.

WACMB Academic World Quest 

Great Decisions Discussion Group

The Passport Newsletter
March 2024

“Abroad there is Putin’s war against Ukraine, turmoil in the Middle East, and looming
threats in Asia. Put succinctly, the fate of the West is being decided by what happens in
the East. At home, American democracy is withering from misinformation, tribalism,
domestic terrorism, political intolerance, the dysfunction of Congress, assaults on the
press, crippling polarization, the undermining of elections, racial intolerance,
inequality and more. We are a superpower at a pivotal crossroads.

Will the America of the 21st century make up its mind and act to provide the necessary
world leadership to protect democracy in Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and elsewhere? Will
it preserve the American dream of giving our children a better life?”
                                                                                              -Secretary Leon Panetta

Join us when Secretary Panetta, Co-Chairman of the Panetta Institute for Public Policy,
discusses some of the most important issues of our day. 

Leon Panetta is the former U.S. Secretary of Defense, Director of the CIA, White
House Chief of Staff, Director of the Office of Management and Budget and U.S.
Representative from our 17th Congressional District. He was born and raised in
Carmel Valley, California.

Registrations are due by Sunday, March 24, 2024

If you encounter difficulties with our online registration
please email info@wacmb.org to reserve a spot before the March 24th deadline.

Please note: Auditors will not be admitted to this event.

Welcome to Our New Members

We’re delighted to announce a wonderful new benefit for members of the World Affairs Council of
the Monterey Bay Area, a free annual subscription to DailyChatter, the largest daily newsletter in
the United States devoted to world news with more than 170,000 subscribers.

To take advantage of this opportunity, just click this link and then use the simple signup form. Once
you’ve entered your name and email address, you will be enrolled and your first edition of
DailyChatter will arrive in your inbox the next weekday morning at 6am ET. We hope you’ll enjoy
this special, free access to one of the best-read newsletters covering the world.

Published via email every Monday through Friday, DailyChatter is written in a reader-friendly
style and at a length that’s optimized for our busy lives. Custom-designed maps accompany every
story allowing you to place the news of that country in its regional and global context.

DailyChatter is independently owned and completely non-partisan, and it’s achieved exceptional
levels of reader engagement. The newsletter’s editorial mandate is also truly global with more than
150 countries reported on every year.

We sincerely hope this new benefit will enrich your discovery of the world.  

With best wishes, your WACMB Board of Directors

The World Affairs Council of Monterey Bay Area (WACMB) with the help of The Monterey
County Office of Education held a local Academic World Quest Competition among county high
school teams on Saturday February 24, 2024.  

The World Affairs Council of Monterey Bay Area is a non-profit, non-partisan organization whose
mission is to promote public education, raise the standards of public debate, and encourage
dialogue through the study and discussion of international issues.  

Academic World Quest (AWQ) is a team game testing high school students’ knowledge of
international affairs. In the game, teams compete by answering questions divided into ten
categories, which reflect some of the most critical global and U.S. foreign policy issues. The winner
is the team with the most correct answers. The WACMB raised money through MC Gives! to pay
for the expenses of the winning team to participate in the 22nd Annual National Academic World
Quest Competition in Washington D.C. on April 20, 2024.

Monterey County high schools participating this year were:  Greenfield High (who brought two
teams!), Monterey High, Santa Catalina, Seaside High, and Stevenson School.

Congratulations goes to Greenfield High School on taking first place in the Academic World Quest
Contest.

Each of the three team members: Enrique Anguiano, Abraham Carrillo and Daniel Morales, worked
together to answer questions on 10 topics. The topics were: NATO: Alliance and Collective
Defense in a Changing World, Demographic Dividends - Population Shift in Africa, The Global
South, Sports and Diplomacy, Country in Focus: South Korea, Promoting a Green Europe,
Women’s Contributions to Track II Diplomacy, Navigating AI: The Global Workforce, Great
Decisions, Current Events.

Our local chapter will be sending these students and their coach, Evangelina Mateo to Washington
D.C. to compete at the national level, April 20th, 2024. Enrique Anguiana had this to say after the
contest, “My favorite part of the competition was the thrill of finally completing the competition.
This was rewarding because of all of the time and effort that went into studying for it.”

    

See more information here:
https://worldaffairscouncils.org/what-we-do/academic-worldquest/

On May 14th, WACMB will be hosting a dinner to honor Greenfield High.  For more information
on that see wacmb.org.

Local WACMB Coordinator for AWQ:  Linda Dilger (831) 224-6292

The WACMB Discussion Group is taking up the 2024 Great Decisions topics for eight weekly
meetings during February-March on Tuesday afternoons from 4:30 to 6:30 PM via ZOOM. The
meetings are held jointly with participants from the OLLI CSUMB program.

The first thirty minutes of each meeting view an optional Master Class lecture on the topic followed
by group discussion starting at 5:00 PM. The schedule of topics for March is provided below.  You
can read short descriptions of the topics at https://www.fpa.org/great_decisions/?act=gd_topics. 

 March 5:   NATO's Future
 March 12: Understanding Indonesia
 March 19: High Seas Treaty
 March 26: Pandemic Preparedness

You are cordially invited to join the Great Decisions discussions. If you are not already part of the
discussion group, please send an email to discussiongroup@wacmb.org with your name so that we
can provide the Zoom link and how to acquire the study booklet.

Discussion Group Moderators:
Linda Dilger is now retired from 36 years of mathematics education leadership. She was also a
lecturer at CSUMB and holds master’s degrees in educational technology and leadership.

Boyd Haight spent 35 years living overseas as an official of the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization and is currently involved with a number of non-profit organizations in the
Monterey area.

Message from Our President

We LOVE our volunteers!
It takes many hands and feet to bring the outstanding speakers and expert analysis of
Global Affairs to our members. From monthly program lectures and discussion groups
to newsletter publishing, publicity and membership management, our volunteers make
it all happen. WACMB is grateful for the financial support of our members and the
countless volunteer hours dedicated to raising awareness of international issues in our
community. 

If you’d like to help, please let us know. Our Membership Application Form on our
website lists a number of areas for volunteer help or,  just send an email to
info@wacmb.org letting us know your interest. We’d be grateful for your support.

Our regards,

Peter Albano
President of the World Affairs Council of the Monterey Bay Area

Join, Renew, Donate

This is the monthly newsletter of the World Affairs Council of the Monterey Bay Area (WACMB). WACMB is a
nonprofit, non-partisan organization established to promote the presentation, discussion, and study of international

affairs. WACMB is a tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) organization, EIN-770301206. Contributions are tax deductible as
permitted by law. WACMB sponsors monthly luncheons, discussion groups, and student scholarships.

Corporate and institutional support for the World Affairs Council of the Monterey Bay Area is provided by
*California State University Monterey Bay *Defense Language Institute *Monterey Peninsula College *Naval

Postgraduate School *Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey *Castle Rock Wealth Management
*Comanche Cellars *Horan & Lloyd Law Firm *Cal Alumni Club of the Monterey Peninsula
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